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settling upon the political organization of the country
the Italians confounded the two operations with
fatal results. While the struggle was still undecided
in the North, the Piedmontese government invited
the provinces of Lombardy and Venetia to declare
by means of a plebiscite whether or no they would
consent to be fused in the Piedmontese monarchy.
At a time when the attention of all Italy should have
been concentrated on the war, it was diverted to the
consideration of a grave political issue. The spine
of Italian resistance to Austria was the royal army of
Piedmont, and the monarchists not unreasonably
claimed the two Austrian provinces as the legitimate
prize of a royal victory. To the republicans on the
other hand such an attempt to prejudge the destinies
of Italy was, of all omens, the most sinister. They were
in no mood to sacrifice person and purse only that
Piedmont might be enabled to devour another leaf of
the Milanese artichoke. They were full of distrust of
Charles Albert. His record was dubious, dark, and
vacillating ; his hands were embrued with the blood
of patriots ; he was not clean of the taint of priest-
craft ; a paroxysm of dark superstition might throw
him back into the ranks of the clerical coalition and
leave his republican allies exposed to the furies of
Austria. Such suspicions and forebodings were not
uncommon and received some encouragement from
the radical papers in Milan. At the crisis of
her fate, when unanimity was of all things most
precious, the national movement was marred by bitter
suspicion and active recrimination.

The idea of a united Italy, whether organized upon a
monarchical or a republican plan, was not yet within
the compass of practical politics. It was hardly